
 
 
 
Dear Faithful Friends of White’s Woods, 
 
Thank you over the months and, many, over the years for your faithful support in 
the efforts to Save White’s Woods from what would be a devastating timbering 
plan.  All of our efforts thus far have temporarily stopped the White Township 
Supervisors from their timbering plan. We are currently in limbo, awaiting the 
outcome of our law suit and the verdict from Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources (DCNR) which will determine if the proposed plan was 
conceived and approved lawfully and whether this plan fits within the guidelines 
of the DCNR Project 70.  These guidelines clearly state that any action must be for 
recreation, conservation, or historical preservation.  It is our contention that it 
emphatically does not.  The plan divides White’s Woods into 7 sections. The first 
section, 50 acres, contains 650 trees marked for timbering. Using this as a 
guideline, the total number of trees removed will be between 30% to 50%.  The 
Supervisors previous proposed attempt in 2008 requested the timbering of 20% 
of the trees, and DCNR rejected it saying 20% was too much. 
 
The supervisors have stated and would have the public believe that the marked 
trees are diseased or dead, or in dangerous positions to the walking paths. None 
of this is accurate, and their plan ends with the board foot value of the timber and 
the profit to be gained through its sale. 
 
OUR RESEARCH AND INVESTIGATIONS 
 
Friends of White’s Woods has hired Mike Wolf, a forester of 30 years, currently 
working with Appalachian Forestry Consultants, to evaluate the health of White’s 
Woods and the Supervisors timbering plan. He presented his evaluation to the 
Supervisors during a late Spring meeting. His conclusions are: 
 



1.The woods are healthy, not diseased as is stated in the Supervisors plan.  In fact, 
the trees are in their prime. 
2.The soil is excellent as is evidenced by the robust growth of the trees—not 
compact, as is alleged. 
3.Their plan’s use of a mulching machine, The Eradicator, to till up the soil and 
chop and bury invasive plants, will actually compact the soil and destroy many 
tree roots.   
4.Trees do NOT need sunlight to grow.  Despite their claim, there is NO need to 
thin the trees. 
5.Look at the soil and notice what is growing there currently.  IF sunlight is 
allowed to come in through thinned trees, invasive plants will increase 
substantially. 
6. The huge deer herd in the woods has eaten all the tree buds and seedlings, 
their favorite food. Deer exclosures, fenced in areas of one to two acres, must be 
installed to allow for tree regeneration.  Without regeneration, any timbering will 
leave a permanent scar! 
 
Friends of Whites Woods has heard from two additional foresters as well as 
consulted with four IUP biologists, who agree that the Supervisors timbering plan 
will devastate the woods. In fact two IUP scientists co-authored an article in the 
Hawkeye entitled, “There Will Be Tears.” 
 
WEBINARS TO THE PUBLIC SPONSORED BY FWW 
 

1. Using Goats to Control Invasive Plant Species.  Gavin Demming explained 
how his goat herd can eat and eliminate the invasive plants with no 
negative environmental impact. 

2. Mike Wolf, Appalachian Forest Consultants, spoke on the health of the 
woods. 

3. Vincent Cotrone, Penn State Extension, demonstrated how trees absorb 
and control storm water, an issue plaguing the borough. Timbering will 
dramatically increase the storm water run-off. 

4. Dr. Margaret Brittingham, Penn State Department of Ecosystem Science 
and Management spoke on “Community Forests: Benefits for Birds and 
People.”  She explained that the number of migrating birds has drastically 
decreased because their habitat has increasingly been destroyed. 



5.  DR. bonnie McGill, Carnegie Natural History Museum, spoke on the 
uncomfortable conversations concerning climate change. 

6. Todd Sherbondy, Arborist, Davey Resource Group, using an i-tree analysis 
tool evaluated the monetary value of the woods for White Township. The 
trees save hundreds of thousands of dollars by absorbing 27,688 tons of 
carbon, 1,102 tons of storm water per year, filter and clean storm water, 
remove particulates in the air, enhances property values, lower summer air 
temperatures, improve health, and provide wildlife habitat. 

7. Kevin Yoder, the Nature Conservancy Family Forest Carbon Capture 
Program.  This is being co-sponsored by the Indiana Sustainability Task 
Force.  Companies will buy carbon capture points from owners of forested 
lands. The owners will receive a yearly income for leaving their forests 
alone! 

 
An eighth webinar is planned showing the successful use of deer exclosures.  Two 
of the above webinars have been personally presented to the Supervisors.  The 
White Township Manager, Milt Lady, has attended two more, but none of the 
Supervisors have attended any additional webinars. Webinars can be viewed on 
our website:  friendsofwhiteswoods.org. 
 
SURVEY AND PETITION RESULTS 
Our petition, posted on Change.org, received nearly 8000 signatures. “Twelve 
hundred and forty are from western Pennsylvania.  Six hundred live either in the 
township, the borough, or at IUP.  Residents of Western Pennsylvania, Indiana 
County, and especially White Township do not want WWNC to be timbered or 
damaged by heavy equipment.” 
 
The survey posted online through Survey Monkey received 229 respondents.   
“Ninety eight percent or higher want the park to be left in its natural state, that it 
affords a healthier life style, provides beauty and attracts wild life to the area.  
They believe it exists exclusively for recreation, conservation, and historical 
conservation.” 
 
Additionally, since the Supervisors announced their plan in an article to the 
Gazette, the Gazette has published at least 25 Letters to the Editor opposing the 
plan. 
 



CONCLUSION AND URGING TO PLEASE WRITE YOUR OPPOSITION TO TIMBERING 
With all our information and conclusions presented to the Supervisors, they have 
not changed or modified a single part of their plan.  We continue to attend each 
of their meetings and pose important questions and comments to no avail. This 
timbering plan, as is evidenced by the scientists, and other experts will destroy 
our woods.  And we simply cannot let this happen. Please help! 
 
Simply write a letter to the Supervisors emphasizing your concern and objection 
to their plan to timber. Please use any of the information mentioned in this letter. 
Your opinion should matter and be of utmost value.  And we hope that a flood of 
letters to them will make that important difference.  For those of you who are 
very busy and lack the time to write a letter, the enclosure below contains a form 
letter which you can print, sign, and add your printed name and address.  What 
could be simpler and yet so crucial.  This county gem must be saved, and not 
timbered for profit. Please address your letters to: 
 
White Township Supervisors 
950 Indian Springs Road 
Indiana, PA 15701 
info@whitetownship.org  (or milt@whitetownship.org) 
 
Please remember to sign your letters and include your address below your 
signature.  Thank you so very much for your precious time. Let the Supervisors be 
overwhelmed by the huge number of respondents.  It is so very important.  Thank 
you in advance for your role to “SAVE WHITE’S WOODS!” 
 
Sincerely, 
Norma Tarnoff 
Friends of White’s Woods 
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