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Council members weigh in on plan for White's Woods
By PATRICK CLOONAN pcloonan@indianagazette.net
May 20, 2020

Tom Peel / Indiana Gazette

Indiana Borough of�cials have wanted a chance to discuss the situation in the White’s Woods

Nature Center, a 250-acre White Township property but with about 25 acres on the Indiana side of

the municipal line.

Millstone Land Management LLC of Marion Center has received the green light for the �rst phase

of “woodlot management” on 50 acres there, pending approval from the Pennsylvania Department

of Conservation and Natural Resources.
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At borough council’s meeting Tuesday night, of�cials said they believe they’ll get an opportunity to

weigh in on that plan once it is submitted to DCNR.

Borough concerns include a lack so far of an erosion and sediment plan for the project. Smith said

any plan for woodlot management involving 25 or more acres requires state approval.

Council Vice President Gerald Smith said he is concerned “about any sort of logging up there,” but

told his colleagues, until “they have actual documents ... there is not much we can do except wag

our �ngers.”

Councilwoman Kaycee Newell said, “if they are not willing to be open in communication with us,”

then how should the borough react to White Township’s request for additional recreation funds

from the borough — something she said township supervisor Chairman George Lenz has been

adamant about.

Councilwoman Sara Steelman said the more she reads about the situation, the more confused she

is.

“The whole topic of mulching needs to be discussed with the township,” Steelman said. “I’m not

even sure what the purpose of mulching is supposed to be,” for a project involving the removal of

invasive plant species. “Mulching is not a good way to get rid of Japanese barberry.”

Council President Peter Broad said he has heard how township of�cials believe the process has

been “all transparent and open,” and that they had no interest in more meetings, such as the

hearings sought by Friends of White’s Woods.

In other matters Tuesday:

• Borough Manager C. Michael Foote said the Indiana Free Library is planning to reopen tentatively

on May 27, though patrons still won’t be able to enter the building. He said a “grab and go”

arrangement is being planned for a takeout service for those wanting books from the library.

• Borough Solicitor Neva Stotler said she expected to have a “state of the union, so to speak,” about

ongoing contract talks, hailing Foote for “a really herculean job trying to work through these

grievances” and expressing the hope that she could report on some resolution next month.
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• Asked by Council Public Safety Chairman Donald Lancaster if there was an update regarding the

bid by Home Made Ice Cream Express owners Cindi and Damien Kordell to run their ice cream

truck in the borough, Foote said he had reached out to them about the situation but had not heard

back from them.
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