
 

George Lenz distorts, misleads on White’s Woods timbering 

Posted on October 1, 2021 by David Loomis  

 

George E. Lenz, chairman, White Township Board of Supervisors. Photo: Indiana Gazette. 

An opinion 

By Sara King 

WHITE TOWNSHIP — The 1930’s Institute for Propaganda Analysis issued bulletins to help 

citizens identify propaganda techniques used to mislead the public and muddle discussion of 

important community or national issues. Below are some of the most widely used techniques 

described by the institute, including recent local examples. 

All examples used to illustrate each point are drawn from the Sept. 25 letter to the editor signed 

by White Township Supervisor George Lenz: 

Name-calling:  (defined as “a device used to make us form a judgement without examining the 

evidence on which it should be based”): Examples from Mr. Lenz’s letter: “narrow mindset,” 

“obstinate residents,” “those with my way or no way,” “spew unchecked allegations,” 

“inflammatory,” “disingenuous,” “hate-mongering.” 
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Glittering generalities: (“a device by which the propagandist identifies his program with virtue 

by use of ‘virtue words”): Examples from Mr. Lenz’s letter: “the innocent general public,” 

“open-minded citizens,” “diversity has always been welcomed.” 

The transfer device: (a device by which the propagandist carries over the prestige of something 

we respect or activates a negative stereotype associated with a long-established prejudice). 

Examples from Mr. Lenz’s letter: “Mrs. Joseph Trimarchi as well as Mrs. Sara King.” (Rather 

than Dr. Sara King and Professor Carolyn Trimarchi.) 

According to a 2019 article in The Washington Post, “It took a while for ‘Mrs. Martin Luther 

King Jr.’ to become ‘Coretta Scott King.’” But by the 1980s, “[m]arried women were to be 

referred to by their first names and surnames without “Mrs.” That was 40 years ago! Where are 

we? 

Card stacking: (“the propagandist stacks the 

cards against the truth, using over-emphasis, under-emphasis, distortion, even untruths.”): 

Examples from Mr. Lenz’s letter: “thousands of dollars that this group squandered foolishly,” 

“[t}here has never been a ‘timbering’ plan,” “[the]suggestion that the forest was to be clear cut,” 

“DCNR did not overstep its bounds.”)  Mr. Lenz’s letter suggested that people have used the 

term “clear cut” to describe the township’s plans to timber the woods. There is no evidence for 

his claim. 

The bandwagon: (“a device to make us follow the crowd”): Examples from Mr. Lenz’s letter: 

“mature, respectful, free-thinking individuals [should] apply for appointment to the new woodlot 

management subcommittee.” 

  

FRIENDS of White’s Woods’ legal efforts to enforce the Sunshine Act (and to stop the 

township’s behind-closed-doors plans to timber the woods) have made a difference. The 2020 

timbering plan was stopped. 

People who love the sanctuary of the nature center, including the 300-plus members of Friends 

of White’s Woods, are working within the law and the facts to save the nature center. 

———————— 
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Sara King, of White Township, is president of Friends of White’s Woods. She is an emeritus 

professor of psychology at Saint Francis University.  

The article is drawn from the October 2021 issue of the Friends of White’s Woods newsletter. It 

has been lightly edited here. 
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