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Ten years after a previous plan ran into a buzzsaw with some White Township residents, the township is 

revisiting what it considers a serious invasive and non-desirable plant issue throughout White’s Woods. 

That’s a property covering nearly 250 acres, nestled between College Lodge, Chevy Chase Heights and the north 

end of Indiana Borough. 

In a press release issued Thursday morning, township officials said Millstone Land Management is focused “on a 

50-acre upland dry site” to be tackled this spring and summer. 

“What we are doing is not traditional logging,” said Mike Lawer of Millstone. “Our intentions are not for 

economic benefit, but to establish forest health, aesthetics and safety.” 

Lawer is the project consultant, while his company is the winner among three companies asked to bid on the 

work. 

“I will be overseeing bids for the tree cutting ... but not doing the actual work,” Lawer said. “We do bid the jobs 

out. We got three quotes from people who do similar work.” 

Township Manager Milt Lady compared Lawer’s plan to what Millstone oversaw on the township recreation 

complex, and said there will be a different approach from what was proposed, but never carried out, in a 

forestry management plan 10 years ago. 

“It is not around anyone’s house, it is not in wetland,” Lawer said. “It is in an area that is dry. It definitely limited 

the damage from any rutting activity,” involving heavy equipment. 

The township said Lawer “is very confident that the issue can be treated following proposed forest management 

objectives,” using mechanized forest mulching, root invigoration and a selectively objective timber removal. 

“We’ve already begun marking some of the timber, and marked out a new foot trail,” Lawer said. “It will reroute 

traffic so the park can remain open.” 

Or as the township put it in its news release, “synergistically converting skid trails into additional new 

recreational trails will immediately follow the selective objective tree removal.” 

Millstone’s plan is to remove a variety of “non-desirable” trees, such as American beech, black birch, red maple 

and spice bush, that are dead, decayed or in poor health. 

“The initial process is the removal of non-desirable pioneer understory tree and plant species in combination 

with an immediate follow up of select, objective hardwood timber removal,” according to a township news 

release. 

Also targeted is Japanese barberry, an invasive species that Lawer said has “little or no” value. 

Japanese barberry was introduced to the United States as an ornamental plant in 1875, in a bid to replace 

common barberry, which is a host for black stem rust. 



However, the U.S. Department of Agriculture National Invasive Species Information Center said Japanese 

barberry forms dense strands that compete with native trees and herbaceous plants in the East and Midwest. 

Lawer said the clearance work would allow more sunlight in to promote “desirable species” including trees with 

quality genetics. 

Also, Lawer said, “erosion and sedimentary control is of great interest to us.” 

White Township has pondered over the idea of forestry management in White’s Woods for more than a quarter 

century. The plan considered then set aside in 2009 was developed by a different consultant in 2007 then 

discussed in various venues over the next three years. 

As offered in 2007, it would have involved harvesting trees over the span of 10 years. As proposed by Millstone, 

this year’s project would be completed by the end of summer. 


